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“When it comes to interior design, inspiration can be
found anywhere and everywhere. Design is not solely
about aesthetics, but it is also about functionality,
exact measurements, scale and balance.”
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Wi Internatsonal is a Dubai based, award-winning
interior design studio who specialise in providing
intellipent and innovative designs which are tailored
to each client’s requirements. Established in 19493,
Wil Intermational’s unigue designs have al lowed
them to establish a reputation for being fresh and
original in the design industry, as well as a list of
enviable clients.

Tell us a little abouwt your background in design
{education, exparience, etc)

I'm an Architect by profession and an inspirational
Head Concept Designer with a demonstrated
history of working in the design industry, spanning
twenty -eight years creating a wide variety of
haspitality projects, both in the MENA region and
internationally. | am an exceptionally creative
thinker, with an equal level of technical knowladge
and experience pained through successfully
taking countless projects, from concept through to
completian.

My personal style is contemporary and modern with
a philosophy of “less is more™ A keen awarensss

of space, an inherent understanding of scale and
proportion, and a respect fior the principles of design
with levitation toward details.

-.Joey Sameara

| praduated with a Bachelor's Depree in
Environmental Studies faculty of Architecture

in Canada, | then went on todo a Masters in
Architecture im the USA after Inving in Saudi Arabia
and Egypt for a couple of years. | then moved to
London where | completed the RIBA part three in
architecture. After ten years working in Londomn, |
returned to the Middle East, this time to Dubai and
have been here since 1296,

- Claire Craig

How would you describe your personal design
styla?

Creative and minimalist, yet owrious. - J5
Eclectic elegance. - CC

‘Where does your design inspiration come from?
When it comes to interior design, inspiration can
be found anywhere and everywhere. Desipn is

neat solely about assthetics, but it is also about
functionality, exact measuremsants, scale and
balance. This is a rule of thumb that has to be
followed for projects to be successful_ I'm a visual
person, images and shapes often give me the
inspiration to my concept. Interesting details is what
my eye is naturally drawn to, and | reinterpret them
in a timeless approach. - 15
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Mature, local architecture and indigenous cultures.
-0OC

In what direction do you feel that design is moving
towards im a general sense?

I have ob=erved a return to some of the classie
styles with a modern twist. - 15

I believe design trends have become much more
simplistic. Finishes are natural and organic,
furniture styles are bess fussy, clean lines and
alegant proportions always result in a timelass
design. - 0T

MName five key themes to consider when
approaching design in 2020 and beyond.
1. Creating a storyline

2. Fitted toclients’ ifestyles

3. Creative use of layers of materials

&. Artention to details and budget

5. Practical designs and sustainability - J5

1. Design concepts with a “sense of place™

2. Source and specify local renewable materials and

finishes

3. Support and edvocate the use of local industries

ard artisans

&. Encourapge meximum wse of natural light in

planning

5. Specify energy and water conservation products
oC

i you could offer one piece of advice when it
comes to design schemes, what would it be?
Don't be afraid, be bold and balieve in yourselves.
-J5

How important are The International Hotel &
Property Awards?

It is impaortant to be heard and recognised amongst
other design professionals. - J5

The International Hotel & Property Awards provide
a great opportunity to see your industry colleapue’s
work and present your own. The Award is a valuable
acknowledpment of a design company's creatie
ard technical skills. Our clients also appreciate
they have chosen an award winning company.

The accolade is a further enhancement in our
credentials. - CC

‘What projects are you currently working on?

| am currently working on a couple of five-star
hospitality projects with Hyatt Internationsal and
Hilton Group. - .15

We are presently on site with several luxury hotels
and senaced hotel apartments im Dubai and London,

aswell as a resort property in Jaipur. We will be
putting the finishing touches on three new hotels

in Dubai for early 2020, and several refurbishments
are also underway. We're also in promising
negotiations for exciting new projects im Eastern and
MNarthern Africa. - CC

What are your aims and goals for the next twelve
months?

My personal aim in our company is to continue to
deliver the best professional design service possible
to our clhents. - J5

Final thoughts; tell us a little more about yourself
and your daily inspirations:

Your most treasured possession?

My family. - J5

Your favourite holiday destination?
Prague and ltaly. - J5

Going home to Canada to visit my family. - CC

Your favourite hotel, restaurant & bar?
Mathing specific. anywhere with great service and
pood inmterior desipn. - J5

One & Only, The Palm Dubai and favourite
restaurant & bar is Bleu Blanc at The Renaissance
Downtown Dubai. - CC

Your favourite book, film & song?
Les Miserables by Victor Hugo, jazz and country
music. - JS

| lowe reading thriller novels, the likes of Lee Childs,
Grizham amd Deck Francis. As for movies, | enjoy
everything from thriller to romantic comedies. My
music varies from Carly Simon to Led feppelin. - CC

Your favourite food and drink?
Anything arganic and healthy. - IS

My favourite food is Chinese. - CC

Your favourite way to spend an afternoon?
Relaxing and reading inspirational books. - 15

Going out for lunch with family and friends. - CC

If you weren't a designer, what would you be?
| can’t think of any other profession than being an
Interior Designer. - 5

| lowe shopping for local sculptures, antiquities and
pottery on my trevels, and the idea of my own shop
isvery appealing. - CC



il !
L.Iil'ﬂtern ation adl”

PASSIONATE -'-B:l".:'.mlﬂf
r sl 1

-

=l

Dubai WA International, First Floor NG Building. Port Saeed, Deira, Dubai, UAE  Tel: £9714 2663050 Fax: +9714 2629617
I | London; 258-262 Belsize Road London, NWE 48T, UK Tel. +44 207 6258550
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