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The competitive world of hotel interiors

It"s no easy task for the The Middle East's interior design industry, constantly devising original, functional
and attractive new hotel concepts. Luey Taylor considers the challenge of making the perfect first impression
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the home of a persom who has
carefiflly collected these [ees
over time,” she expliins

Jameirah's Shachls agrees for
mitwre &= “phsalutely onscinl™ in
creating the perfect nmbédence,

“Weve emplovedd a conbeim-
porary interior design [theme],
with Ienkian-mogle desigmer fur-
mitume provided by a company
called HEN Itnling™ she savs

Al Sharg's Vetry aubds that it's
casenlin] nol 1o comjsmomise G
ary element of the interion

*Thiz hotel wasnt a cheap
progect.” be slmite “But when
v s i okl pealise iowas worth
it. The details are the key o the
property s wisile gmbdenoe.

“We howve muaay classic picoes,
such ms the leather chairs in the
lehte, el the Faoval Yilla fea-
lure somee superh paeces ey,
malicgany' lumiture mbd with
marhle. Thess are by a company
called  Maothmd-Smith, from
the United Siates,” Veiry says.
*The cverall effect is extremely
clegant and trulbonal =

COMPETTTION
Criven thee clear maportasce of in-
terior design, and the numenoes
e Brsbiels. mashrooming acroes
the region, it & ne swnprise that
the imilusdry & thrnving. Hut is it
1l plakn sailing, or ane there bid-
den challenges Encing designers?
WA International’s  Battishy
save sastalnalality bhas become

A design for Jumeral Uving's epscutive safte.

an imiportant gssoe, “We as de-
spners shoukl e resgonsible,
nid just in the selection of *groen’
tumlclimg products sl recycling
buat alss im our own working
procices,” be snys,

Shwreta Panda, editorsim-chief
of Thaibak-basal e-zsime Ded1gn.
o, has worked im the mEcrior
dhesign industry for several years
bt previously  stislicd  Botel
management. During her time
m the industry, she has cheeryved
EATE cometition  hetvwein
hiodels for the grandest or most
unusunl mienors, ongd warns i
i imgertant 1o rememnder that
there mecids o e n oertnin kevel
al practicality invelaed indeign
e ts s well

=1 think o ihe bomg rum it"s al-
wins Lhe hobel that can provide
s guest with the best expericnce
i lerms ol service, comiblort, nad
an oo han's g G e, slie
save, " Yiou can hove the Innciest,
juzeiess hotel in the warle, bat if
it ez nol meet the demands of
i guest it's mit going b be in
the runiing for very long.™

However incrensing coanpsti-
G o Bk region demancls thad
cleskgmers think autside the oy,

WA  Ioternabional>  Had-
thsby exipladms that the Al Eal
lngy Beach Fesorl concept i o
urigyae one, * The hodel progeerty
featares woniderful beach-(rom-
mee wnel an exclhusive Thallnsso
scawater spi’ be adids.
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Jumecirah®s Shiekls says the
resiclemtind product alwo offers
seop 1o clevelop interiors after
the initaal fig-out

SUhr Blestyle comtierge team
willl help make the [reshlent’s)
home  specind,”  she  expliins
“IFroam linclimg the perhect spal o
hang thelr art before they move
in 1o orgamising esh lowers,
the team will crete an exclusive,
per=nnalized Bving experienoe.”

TRENDS

With = many ew concepls
chumed out every year, i s es-
seniial for iMerior companics to
keep on top ol changing tremds

Aceonding 10 Desgiooom's
Paridn, pesgde mre incressingly
realising the value and smifi-
cansce of desipm.

“Its not jus abowt & “home
away from home' — nobily
wants that ansmsore,” she savs
“If you wanl thal, you can slay
im vour hoame. Peopile are leoking
for a different expericnos, one
thet "= weorth the money andd their
lime, becaiee it's @ jet-sel age;
evervone s basy all the tiine.

*50 dhesigmers hanve B ooamse ugs
wilh the jerfect balance o pooe-
wvidde guests with multiple experi-
ences simaulianemesby

=Ml it no longer alwaat Uhe
troafitioeul biramde,” Parida con-
trimie=. * There i a rend moving
wway from iheen, towards miche
e properies calering bo
the irlsan vuggries amd the peogle
whao look for a lifestvle experi-
ence in whatever thiy do. That s
il one off the neasons
why you have all these lnbels
jumgsng omo the bandwagon:
— abyimely they luve reoog-
el the dbemom] for it.™

However husury tremils are
changing, notes Parida “Eardier
lasury wionikl meam pluch sofms,
the higprest clambeliers — '
it mecesiarily abowt that nny-
more, 1'% aboul how well the
benbe]l o represemt what it's sell-
Ing." she says.

FUTURE

It seems teckay's dbesigners muast
creale spaces thal encapsulite
awrthenticity, comfor and exechi-
=ivitys o mean feal, Sobhow will
these crleria change over the
next few yvears?

WA Internabionsl s Crang e
liewies e disire for o more @i
mal check-in, with hotels intre-
ihicmg a kbby bounge check-in
oF even checking-n i the gues-
mym, Wil change the whole
lebibiy comcept. “This will mean
wie =i msee comifortalle seating
aress within the hobel lobilby and
less off a pesd for o large recep-
tien ddesk,” she mays

e igncom’s Pammla noles
thant the region is sl very geared
tosvaires Armhespuie dissizn

“It works well bere,” she ol
mifs, “lt’s what people wmna
when they are visiting the ne-
gham, They want b see an Ara-
bian nights-=tyle sene

“I don*t see that changing any
time soon g | seriomehy hope it
dhiws eveniually, oileraise vou
ene] up with all these conlie-oul-
ter buibling: where Lhere™s no
real listinction and vl can'
ififferentiale ome from the other.

“l think its mdoe o keep an
element of the culture and ihe
heeritige, bt i the process vou
heave 1o strikoe @ balance in terms
of originality, because that is
one fecior that’s petting Jo=t,”
she pilds

However Parmbs believes thas
reghon b imgeesshvely fooused on
“pushing houndries"

=1l pacitemtian] nuni] possibilities
for design regarding the region's
hesleds ame Just infinkle mowa-
dlays; money s po a problem, so
it ilmost gives inberior desigrsers
ol here a care blanche — they
heve o Wank camvas to do whai-
ever they wind,” she snyvs,

“Hul it's maportant 1o strike
the right halince [betwoen aes-
thetics amd Fumctionalityv], and
il 10 @el carricd away by the
clement of competition.™
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